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TheDiscoveryof Two Cambodian Qeens of the 1¥ Century by a Photographer

While these queens are revered and worshipped by the locals, they have been grossly overlooked by both Khmer an
foreign historians, who have dismissed them as a common garden variety of celestial dancers known as apsaras. ¢
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The unique feature on theyebrows with other gemstoneshacked off, sparked my interest to discover who they
really were: dancing apsaras, or dancing queens or local goddesses?

An ordinary day of temple exploration has led to an extraordinary discowidden in a narrow labyrinth of
galleries, amid dark anchosscovered stone walls and ceilings in precarious danger of collapse; there stood before
me two queens of the 2century Khmer kingdom. It was unknown to the eyes of the world and the Cambodians,
who fondly remembered the queens through oral historyhaio pictures and rare written notes; nevertheless, ever
present, these stately queens had endured the ravages of time, invading jungle, and human pillage.

| proudly present to you thel?" century Khmer royals, Queen Indradevi and Queen Jayarajadevi
These sisters weréhe spouses, professors, and advisers of the beloved and most respected King Jayavarthan VI
prolific builders of temples, hospitals, and training centers for the people of Cambodia.

On the following days, in a different temple, Bayd rephotographed my two favoritesculpturesto complete my
portfolio of the éSacred Treasurés While editing the photos, | noticed compelling resemblances of my last 2
sculpturesto the queens. The confirmations of their lives and status as queeBayon temple were the necessary,
ANNBFdzil 0t S LINP2Fa L YySSRSRd® ''a Y& Odz2NRA2airde 3INBs o
was a strong possibility that | might find other renderings of the queens in additional temples gk the same

reign.| feel extremely fortunate to have discovered njist one set,but ten plussets of sculpted imagesf these

prominent, surprising, and kindhearted queens in Khmer history.

CN} yOS Kla daaz2yl [Aal ®¢ 9 3@ b anKthedwhdle/ worfl villdbelingpirgaéby twd y R
influential, beautiful, and compassionate queens, Indradevi and Jayarajadevi. This is an exciting story and discover
about people of thepast bypeople of the present for people of the future.

However, theittime is running out. We must act before all antiques, artifacts, statues, sculptures, and traces of them
are lost forever. | believthere is an urgency tesavethe queensfrom further vandalismand collapsing ceilings, and
rightfully place themin a muselzY > ¢ KSNB GKSe& o0Sft2y3sx (G2 AYyAaLANB YKYSN
They have already survived 800 years with extreme environmental hardship and will not be there for the next ten if
S R2y Qi | OG y2¢ G2 al TS 3 ddadRorldihkriaye tréaduss. YHisVsS Nibcévarg siogy NEB
as well as an appeal to save the queens!

Best regards,

Phalika Ngin
23 DEC 20098 MAR2010
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TheDiscoveryof Indradevi andJayarajadeviQueens of the 19 Century Khmer Kingdom

Thisdiscovery was made possible through the focus on two particular sculptures: the sisters and queens Indradevi
and Jayarajadevi, both advisers and wives of King Jayavarman VII

vdzSSyYy Ly RNI RS gsiegeinpliyzihid idedz&hmerdeéaiitydznids her oval face accentuated by a long nose
and cleft in her chinThe queensvere attired likesaintsteities Their sculpted images can be found in three
temples,Preah Kian, Bayon andBanteayKdei, whichwere built during their reign as a testimony to their historical
influence on that eraWhen viewed in the context of the royal life depicted in the-beliefs Iacated in the 2! inner
gallery of Bayon temple, these sculptures provide proasitive evidence that these women existed and corroborate
with the oral legends handed down about them.

Obviously not allapsaragdefined in Sanskrit or Tep Apsan Khmerare celestial dancers; some apsaras might be

royal court dancers, princessatevatas saints goddesseE 2 NJ |j dzSSy & ® L &aegoriamyidiabgl AlIOA 2 v
Khmer women othe royal kingdom aspsaras. Clearlyhese are sculpted portraits of powerfimfluential,

beautiful, and compassionate Queen Jayarajadevi and Queen Indradevi of'ticerit2ry Khmer Kingdormvho

made major contributions tats culture andgovernance

The reverberationsf their tremendous influence still resonate in the nowadays body of reseditudse royals left

behindalegacy ofwvealth cultural heitage that propelledCambodizon the international stageand madetourism its
first andmain economic drive.

Summary ofrecognizedhistorical fact and cultural context:

Fact 1 They arehe known sisters, queens, and royal spouses of King Jayamafthtn Bayon, the inner" gallery
basrelief illustrated the hierarchy and the activities of the King and his two Quédelease see the notes in ttveo
basreliefs depictingthe differences of types and classes of all the figures.

Fact2¢ K S gpeedhRy ¢ Ys&dregdivinity or saint andisa formalmanner ofaddressingoyaty. In Khmer

history, itis common tagive kings god-like datus. King Jayavarmasonsidered himsekh god-king. Theefore, his

gueens would also beconsidered goddesgueens (Seeappended otes)In historical recordsve found the sculpted
images and statues of King Jayavarman VIl by thestrmg but we only found 3 presumed statues of Queen
WEaFNr2FRSOA YR TSNRS y2y S 2 HiwasdefSifrisinthaRaNthep@@nt,0a a i |
found more than dozens of paired sculptures of the sistgreens in their temples bliduring their reign, once |
differentiated them from the common apsaras.

Fact3LY t NBII K YKIFIyYyX vdzZSSy LYRNIRS@OAQa a0dz LIWidzZNBE 2NRAIAAY
crown. Gold hoops once dangled from her earlobes and still @enestones had been woven into her body belt, all
treasures longago stolen. The fact that she was adorriegrecious gemstones and gold is a revealing feature of her
true royal identity. No other apsara sculptures have ever been encrusted in gold andysretones in Khmer

history.
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Fact4. In Preah Khan, BayoBanteayKdeiTemples were built under the same reignlya few years apart. Temple
building averaged 20+ years before completibntheir era(andin nowaday3 only the few elites and religious high
order could read SanskriHoweverall the people men, women and children glastandin the presentcan tdl the
narrativeslooking at the baseliefs.(See notes on the Bayon basliefs)

Fact5. In Bayon and Preah Khameir facial features are unique and recognizable, despite the wear and tear and

minor damage®ccurring over the centuries. Theestern, Iianf A 1S GNJ} Ada 2F vdzZSSy LYyRN
slight squarish jaw lines, long nostightly slantedeyes elegant eyebrowsand unmistakable smiles amgore similar

on both sculptureshan different. Striking Chinese/Asian looking faciatdess on Queen Jayarajadevi are a rounder

face, cute little nose, slanteglyes, anctlegant, curling lips eithesmiling mischievously in life or gracljtin death

Queen Indradevi in Preah Khan is compared to her imadgsyon:
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Fact6. Queen Indradevi was probably named due to her Indian looks. Indra is derived from India, dinaés bBiso
referred to asagod in Hindu.

Fact?. At the main entranceni Bayon, their most sacred temple, Quekayarajadevi wagpresented in alwelling

structure fit for a queenlt hadcurtains, maids, musicians, and apsara dancers withatlver scuptureson her left

side, one of them which is Indradevit Bayon, on the second flopthe main tower walls \&re covered by the

sculptures of these paired quesnrecognized by their hallmadttire and standingposition of a divinity. In addition,

abowe their alcoves, the little Buddhas (their King representations, some are left, most are desecrated), were blessing
them reasserting again their status of goddeggeens.On theother side of the main entrance, initially thought as

the many wives of the K@, upon closer examinatios & LY RNJ-aRkB JA Qa f 2 2

In Bayon Queen Jayarajadevi is seen in her péilecdwelling and Queen Indradevi is her left.

Fact8.v dzZSSyY LYRNI RSOA Qa Act idehedNdatiudsBiza Khymeravoniak. Fo thidSIag S
Cambodian women and men are desiraisaving a cleft chin! This feature is usually considered a masculine and
authoritative trait in the western world.
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